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Travel and the Environment 

Background and Context



In the last few years the travel industry has come under increased scrutiny by the media in 

relation to the impact of travel on CO2 emissions and climate change.  The industry is 

actively taking measures to adapt its practices and behaviour in the context of a more 

environmentally conscious world.  

Dermot Blastland, the MD of TUI UK has spoken out at the launch of the Tourism 2013, 

which is aimed at preparing the industry for a rapidly changing and warming world.

ñWe face profound structural challenges if we are to provide tourism on the 

scale we are used toò.1

At the same time, the International Air Transport Association (IATA) has committed to 

reducing carbon emissions by 50% by 2050.2

TNS-RI have recently conducted this study on travel and the environment 3 in order to 

examine British consumersô attitudes to environmental issues and ascertain what impact 

environmental concerns are likely to have on travel plans and behaviour.  

Which aspects of their behaviour might travellers be willing to change for environmental 

reasons?  What issues would consumers like the travel industry to address?

This report also references work TNS-RI have conducted for the UK Government: 2009 

Survey of Public Attitudes and Behaviours towards the Environment.  The full version of this 

report can be found at the the following link: 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/evidence/statistics/environment/pubatt/index.htm

Travel and the Environment

1 www.travelweekly.com 08/10/09
2 IATA Press Release
3 September 2009
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Attitudes towards the environment

Travel and the Environment 



Concern amongst British people about the impact of 

climate change on the environment is clear.
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Almost three quarters said they 

were óveryô or ófairlyô

concerned.

Fairly 

concerned

Not 

concerned Very 

concerned

Concern highest amongst the AB 

social classes and those 

aged 35-44.

Neither

TNS-RI Travel & Environment Study: Sample of 2090

Q. To what extent are you concerned about the impact of climate change on the environment?
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Respondents show high levels of interest in environmental 

issues.

Occasionally

Regularly

Never

Two thirds talk about 

environmental topics 

occasionally or 

regularly.

TNS-RI Travel & Environment Study: Sample of 2090

Q. Is climate change a topic you discuss with your family and friends?
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